Outcome of acute intussusception in a regional paediatric centre.
It has been suggested recently that acute intussusception should only be managed in a specialised paediatric centre. The aim of this study is to assess the incidence and outcome of acute intussusception in a comprehensive paediatric unit in Waterford Regional Hospital. It is a retrospective medical records study over a ten year period from June 1990 to June 2000. Our results showed that we had 24 cases giving an incidence of 2.4 cases per year. Contrast enema was performed in 23(95%) cases, successfully reduced in 14(61%) cases, unsuccessfully reduced in 7(30%). Surgical intervention was necessary in 7(30%) cases. Three (12.5%) cases were transferred to a specialised paediatric surgical centre. There were no perforation or death. We conclude from this study that management of acute intussusception can be successfully undertaken in a regional paediatric centre. It requires adequate throughput of cases and close co-operation between paediatrician, radiologist, anaesthetist, surgeons and of course a dedicated paediatric nursing staff.